
State of the Industry 
Survey Results
In early May, BEEF magazine conducted an e-mail 
survey of its cow-calf producer-readers. Here are the 
responses to the 13 questions.

Question 2
Compared to last year, what is your current level of 
optimism regarding the long-term future of the U.S. 
beef industry?

More optimistic 21%

About the same 51.4% Less optimistic 26.9%

No answer 0.6%

Question 1
Compared to last year, what is your current level of 
optimism regarding the short-term future of the U.S. 
beef industry?

More optimistic
8.8%

About the same 52.1% Less optimistic 38.4%

No answer 0.8%

Question 3
Compared to last year, what is your level of concern 
regarding bioterrorism and the U.S. beef industry?

More concerned 22.3%

About the same 61.3%

Less concerned 
15.8%

No answer 0.6%

Question 4
USDA’s recently announced implementation plan for 
NAIS calls for all livestock premises to be registered 
by 2009, as well as a significant number of cattle to 
be individually identified and their movement report-
ed. Do you believe that timeline is:

Don’t know 13.7%

Realistic 60%

Unrealistic  
25%

No answer 1.3%

Question 5
Do you currently ID animals individually in your operation 
using a system that doesn’t include hot-iron brands?

No answer 1%

Yes 70.5%

No 28.5%

Question 6
Have you registered your livestock premises under an 
official state or tribal livestock ID program?

No answer 0.6%

Yes 48.2%

No 51.1%

Question 7
Given the ongoing decline in large-animal veterinarians, 
are you concerned about local access to veterinary care 
in the future?

No answer 2.1%

Yes 56.4%

No 41.6%

Question 8
In light of rising input costs for fuel, machinery, etc., 
how much do you estimate your operating expenses 
will rise in 2006?

No answer 1.3%
I expect no change 0.6%

More than 2% but less 
than 10% – 37.7%

More than 10%        
        35.7%

2 to 5%  
   22%

2% or less  
       2.7%

Question 9
Did you expand your herd in 2005?

No answer 1.4%

Yes 43.9%
No 54.6%



Question 10
What are your plans for herd-size management in 2006?

Reduce by 
1 to 10% 

8.8%

Reduce by more 
than 10%  

7.3%
No answer 

2.4%

Stay the same 47.6%

Expand by 1 to 10% 
25.8%

Expand by more 
than 10%  

8.1%

Question 11
Do you believe current USDA programs and procedures 
effectively address BSE for the following?  

No answer 
2.9%

Surveillance Reporting

Consumer concerns

No 
26.8%

Yes 
70.4%

Yes 
70.7%

No 
26.3%

No answer 
3%

Yes 
63.9%

No answer 2.7%

No 33.4%

Question 12
Are there other cattle diseases you believe USDA and 
state government should devote more resources to 
for surveillance testing and prevention?

No answer 
6.7%

No other diseases 
25.3%

Cattle persistently 
infected with BVD 

46.8% Foot-and-mouth 
disease 28.5%

Tuberculosis 19.6%

Johne’s disease 
32.8%

Brucellosis 23.1%

Question 13
Are you currently a member of these national  
cattlemen’s organizations?

No answer 
4.8%

Not a member 
of any national 
organization 

27.9%

Farm Bureau 45.7%

NCBA 33.8%

Other 9.9%

R-CALF 10.8%


